The eastern United States species of the orthotyline plant bug genus Parthenicus Reuter (Hemiptera: Miridae) are reviewed. Parthenicus juniperi (Heidernann), P. psalliodes Reuter (type of genus), P. taxodii Knight, and P. vaccini (Van Duzee) are redescribed. The new species P. knighti, P. rufus, and P. weemsi are described from specimens collected in Florida. Known distributions and host plants, illustrations of male parameres, photographs of adults, and a key to the 7 eastern U.S. species are provided.
The orthotyline plant bug genus Parthenicus Reuter, 1876, is found primarily in western North America. Only 5 of 72 species have been reported east of the Mississippi River (Carvalho 1958, Knight 1968 , Kelton 1980 . Recently one of the 5 species, Parthenicus nigrellus Knight, was transferred to the genus Texocoris Schaffner (Henry 1982) .
In this paper, I present for the first time hosts for the type of Parthenicus, P. psalliodes Reuter, describe 3 new species from Florida, review distributions and host plant information, provide photographs of adults and illustrations of all male parameres, and give a key to the 7 eastern species.
The following abbreviations are for institutions cited in this paper: FSCA-Florida State Collection of Arthropods, Florida Department of Agriculture, Gainesville; PDA-Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, Harrisburg; and USNM-United States National Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C.
Parthenicus Reuter TYPE-SPECIES: Parthenicus psalliodes Reuter, 1876: 85 (Mon.) DIAGNOSIS: Small, length usually less than 4.5 mm (less than 3.0 mm for eastern U.S. species), elongate; hemelytra subparallel on outer margins; head without a distinct basal carina, eyes large, strongly granulate in males; rostrum reaching metacoxae or beyond; pubescence silvery to golden, simple and sericeous, often intermixed with black scalelike setae, especially on apical area of corium and on cuneus; hemelytra and membrane well developed in macropterous males and females, membrane strongly abbreviated in brachypterous females; legs saltatorial; parempodia convergent.
REMARKS: The genus Parthenicus is easily recognized using Knight's (1941 Knight's ( , 1968 keys to the Orthotylinae. The small size, dull dorsum, and absence of a basal carina on the head will distinguish this genus from all other North American Orthotylinae. All 
). Dorsum uniformly yellow; rostrum short, just reaching middle everywhere east of the 100th meridian (Knight 1941) . Wheeler and Henry (1977) reviewed the distribution and host plants, redescribed the adult, described the 5th-instar nymph, and provided a brief account of the seasonal history. Parthenicus juniperi also feeds on cultivated species of Chamaecyparis and Thuja (Wheeler and Henry 1977) .
Parthenicus juniperi is distinguished from other eastern species of the genus by the testaceous dorsum, often with a salmon-pink tinge, by the infuscated scutellum, the black scalelike setae on the scutellum and apex of the corium, and by the pale testaceous tibiae without spots at the bases of the spines.
Parthenicus knighti Henry General coloration yellow to testaceous, area around calli tinged with orange yellow, basal angles of scutellum infuscated, base and outside margin of clavus, inside margin of corium, and base of cuneus blotched or spotted with red; membrane fumate, veins of small areole red; venter, legs and antennae uniformly pallid to testaceous, tibial spines pallid without spots at bases. Dorsum with erect and semierect, golden, simple setae, intermixed with silvery, sericeous setae on head, pronotum, scutellum and base of clavus, and golden sericeous setae generally over hemelytra, especially on apical 1/3 of corium.
Parameres: Left (Fig. 9a) General coloration whitish or pale testaceous, thickly spotted with orange red; scutellum lightly infuscated; membrane smoky gray; venter pallid to testaceous, sides of abdomen often tinged with green and spotted with orange; legs pallid to testaceous, femora red to brown spotted and usually infuscated, especially on metafemora; tibiae pale with red to brown spots at bases of pallid spines; antenna pale with one or a few orange spots Fig. 8-11 . Parameres of Parthenicus spp. (a= left paramere; b= right paramere). 8) juniperi; 9) knighti; 10) psalliodes; 11) rufus.
on Ist segment. Dorsum covered with numerous, golden, simple setae, intermixed with silvery sericeous setae on head, pronotum and hemelytra and fuscous scalelike setae on scutellum, hemelytra, especially apical 1/3, and along inside margin of cuneus.
Parameres: Left (Fig. i0a) ; right ( Fig. lOb) with orange spots at bases. Dorsum with semierect, simple, golden setae, strongly intermixed with golden sericeous setae on head, pronotum, and hemelytra; silvery sericeous setae on scutellum, apex of clavus, and sparsely scattered over head and pronotum; inner apical 1/3 of corium and a single tuft on inside margin of cuneus with black sericeous or scalelike setae.
Parameres: Left (Fig. 11a) ; right ( Fig. lib) Paerthenicus taxodii Knight ( Fig. 5, 12 ) Parthenicus taxodii Knight, 1941: 76 DESCRIPTION : Overall coloration yellow to greenish yellow, with some specimens exhibiting an orange tinge; venter, legs, and antennae uniformly yellowish, only metafemora sometimes with a few minute fuscous spots; dorsum with erect and semierect pale to golden, simple setae, thickly intermixed with silvery sericeous setae.
Parameres: Left (Fig. 12a) ; right ( Fig. 12b ) rather stout and having a small acute, downcurved, subapical spine. Color and pubescence similar to that of male. REMARKS: Parthenicus taxodii was described from specimens collected on bald cypress, Taxodium distichum (L.) in Illinois (Knight 1941) , and later recorded from Missouri (Froeschner 1949 General coloration gray to grayish green, mesosternum fuscous, abdomen green, 1st and 2nd antennal segments, pronotum, scutellum, and hemelytra with numerous fuscous spots; legs grayish, femora thickly dark spotted, some spots coalescing to form blotches on metafemora; pale tibial spines with large fuscous spots at bases. Dorsum with erect and semierect, pale, simple setae, intermixed with silvery sericeous setae on head, pronotum and hemelytra, and black scalelike setae on scutellum, apical 1/3 of corium and on cuneus.
Parameres: Left (Fig. 13a) ; right ( Fig. 13b) slender and nearly Cshaped with the apex gradually tapering.
MACROPTEROUS FEMALES-Similar to males in color, form, and pubescence. BRACHYPTEROUS FEMALE (Fig. 6b )-Length to apex of abdomen 2.08-2.30 mm (n= 10), length to apex of hemelytra 1.76-1.92 mm, width 0.96 mm. (Knight 1923) , Florida (Blatchley 1926 , Frost 1964 , and New Jersey (Henry 1978) .
Parthenicus vaccini is known to occur on mats of Hudsonia ericoides L.
(Cistaceae) (Henry 1978 Coloration yellow or testaceous, with pronotum, base and apical area of corium and inner angle of cuneus tinged with red or reddish orange or flecked with red and/or brown spots; membrane smoky brown, veins more testaceous. Venter testaceous; antennae testaceous with 1st segment red spotted and 3rd and 4th segments infuscated. Legs testaceous, pro-and mesofemora flecked with brown, metafemora strongly flecked and tinged with brown to reddish brown; tibiae with distinct reddish-brown spots at bases of spines; claws fuscous. Dorsum with erect and semierect, golden, simple setae, thickly intermixed with silvery sericeous setae; clavus, apical area of corium and inner margin of cuneus with black scalelike setae.
PARAMERES: Left (Fig. 14a) 
